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F
TALLAIHASSEE, FLA., January 1, 1885.

To His EXCrLLENCy WILLIAM D. BLOXEkAx, 
Governor of Florida:

SIa-I have the honor to submit my report as Commissioner
of Lands and Immigration, for the years of 1883 and 1884.

SWAMP LANDS.

Since the first day ot.January, 1883, the following patents
for Swamp Lands have been received from the United States:
PatentNo. 23, former Tamp L, now Gainesville District..... 509.25

24, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 18,273.61
25, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 53000 86
26, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 239 44
27, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 7.897 05
28, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 89,804 34
29, lormer Tampa, now Gainesvlile District ..... 244,670 06
30, former Tampa, now Gainesville District ..... 206,038 13
31, former Tampa, now Gainesville District..... 134,6.55.64
32, lormer Tampa, now Gainesville District .... 18,878.84
33, former Tampa, now Gainesville District ..... 33,907.05
34, former Tampa, now Gainesville District ..... 65411
18, former St. Augustine, now Gainesville Dis-

trict .................................... 80 00
23, former Tallahassee, now Gainesville District. 23989
24, former Tallahassee, now Gainesville District. 39.81415
25, former Tallahassee, now Gainesville District.. 331.36
15, former Newnansville, now Gainesville Dis-

trict........ ............................. 40.00
16, former Newnansville, now Gainesville Dis-

trict...................................... 478.25

Total............................................. 854,503.63
Quantity previously patented, as shown by report of Janua-

ry 1, 1883............................................. 14,831,739.04

Making total patents received............................ 15,686,242.67
The quantity disposed of prior to January 1,1883,

(exclusive of the Disston sale) as per my last report
was......................................... 2,077,377.58

Amount sold exclusive of Disston sale in year
1883... ..................................... 35,089.69

Amount sold, exclusive of Disston sale, in year
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1884.............. 40,766.76 Sept. 18, 1883-Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River Rail-

Amount deeded to railroads in year 1883......... .2.055,238.46 road Co....................................... ... · 43.008.54
Amount deeded to railroads in year 1883......2, 055,288.46 Dec. 27, 1883-Sanford and Indian River Railroad Co.............. :,061.66
Amnnoun t deeded to railroads in year 1884 ...... 956,866.15 July 19, 1884Plant Investment Co.123.48 [16

Amoun ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~July 19, 188J4--Plant Investment Co ....... .............. 8.3L1

Amount deeded to Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal Meb. 20, 1884-Green Cove Springs ad Melrose Railroad Co...... 7,781 48

and Okeechobee Land Company, in year 1883 9,373.95 Mch. 28, 1884-Florida Southern Railroad Co .................... 4,299.72

Amount deeded to Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal May 17, 1884-Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway Co...... 45,812.49

and Okeechobee Land Company, in year 1884, Dec. 19, 1884-Florida Railway & Navigation Co .................. 22,491.16

less 360 acres previously conveyed......... .. 1,165.569.11 Dee. 30, 1884--Plant Investment Co .............................. 73,538.S3

Amount deeded to Florida Coast 1ine Canal and Dec. 30, 1884-Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway Co...... 679,461 31

Transpoltation Company in year 1883 ....... 4,489.44 Total .8 61

Entered by S I Wailes during years 188;3 and 1884, o 3,1 

under his contract with the Trustees of Aplil 13, SWAMP LAND INDEMNITY.

18*i 8........... .............................. 1,945.32 a

Entered on order of L. G. Dennis, as compensation During the two years 1883 and 1884 floats or certificates

for services as agent of the State in otbtaining amounting to 11,230.69 acres have been received by the State

Patent No. 18 of Tallahassee District for 58,- from the United States as indemnity for lands which inured to
484.12 acres Q 10 per cent. of the lands, in 1883... 6.80027 the State under the atof Congress of September th, 1850,

Entered with Stonelake Floats Nos. 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, the State under the act of Congress of September 28th, 185,
10, 11 and 12, in year 1883 ......... ......... 440.00 but which wet e dieposed! of by the United States. Of these

Amount conveyed to Disston and others at his floats or certificates No. 12, embracing 1,031.41 a 3res, was sold

request during vealrs 1881, 1882.1883 and 1884..3,966,079.68 to George G. McWhorter for the sum of $618.84. On the 26th

Makingtotaldisposed ofinyears 1883and1884 In- day of April, 1884, No. 16, embracing 12,642.68 aares, was
cluding the Disston sale. ........... 8.211,658.8d

- h sl...8transferred tb o' The First National Bank of Pensacola" as the

Total disposed of up to January 1, 1885, including. trustee of the " City of Pensacola," under Chapter 3475, Acts

the Disston sale........... ..........I...... 10,319,036.41 of 1883. Nos. 15 and 17, embracing 3,239.85 acres, were trans-

ferred to Sydney I. Wailes, State Agent at Washington, for
Leaving balance on hand January 1, 1885 ......... 5,867,206.26 eprocuring the same under his contract with the Trustees of

Of the quantity of land reported by me in my last report in April 13, 1878. And No. 14, embracing 316.75 acres, is on

the sales of 1881 and 1882, and in this report, in the sales of 1883, hand.

and 1884, 33, 939.31 acres were sold to settlers, and the pur- Detailed Statement of Indemnity Certificates received dur-

chase money amounting to $30,660.69, turned over to Mr. Dis- ing 1883 and 1884:

ston under the arrangement made with him by the Trustees, for No. 12 ....................................................... 1,031.41 acres

the protection of settlers. This amount added to the amount 14 ................. 316.75

above reported as conveyed to Mr. Disston and others at his 16.............. ........ 12,642.68

request makes the 4,000,000 acres which was contracted to be 1.... ............................................ 3,16067

conveyed to him. Total ...................................................... 17,230.69 acres

Of the lands reported above as sold 12,264,41 acres were sold Tnt 1 2 rs

to Sydney I. Wailes for $8,919,51 on his account as agent of The quantity of lands located by the respective owners of

the State at Washington, in adjusting land claims under hs the Swamp Land Indemnity Certificates which have been pat-

contract with the Trustees of October 19, 1878, and 6,515.00 ented to the State is as follows:

acres sold to John A. Henderson for $4,873.61, as agent of the Amount as per last report ........ ....... 50,146.15
Supplement A-To Special Indetnity Patent No. 2.155.2

State for selecting swamp lands. B- " ... ' 111.71
C- 1' " 0a ....... 653,23

D- " ' ...... 88 01

RAILROADS. E- ' " 1 ". .i L60.66

List of railroad companies to which the swamp lands have Total . ................. , 51,315.00
Total ............................ 51,815.00

been conveyed: Of which there has been conveyed by the State to the own-

Feb 2, 1883-St. Johns & Lake Eustis Railway Co ................................ 40.00 ers of the ecertificates. or to such persons as they directed,

April 17, 1883-Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Co .................. 1,138,292.35 as per last reprt ....................................... 39,154.25

April 23, 1853-Florida Soutbern Railroad Co ..................... 485,671.39 Conveyed during years 1883 and 184 ...................... 7.831.48

May 3, 1S83-Florida Southern Railroad Co .................. 334,326.15
June 18, l883-Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Co ................. 51,838.37 Total .............................................. 46,95.68
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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS.SCOLAN .

Amount on haudJanuary 1, 1883, (approximate) As per re- The amount of school lands on hand the 1st. of January,
port .......................... 175,970.00 1883, can only beap oxmtd as the tract book has not

To which add quantity approyed in 1883..........16,474.35benwt aprxmed
_______ ~ ~ ~ ~ Jenposted wihthe sixteenth sections embraced in the recent

Total (approximate)...................192 44435 surveys.
Amount sold in the year 1883 ............... 12,080.00 1 estimate the qua ntity of School lands on hand January 1, 1883, at 588.467.00
Amount sold in the year 1884 ............... 12,633. 6 To which add quantity of Indemnity School Lands, approved in 
Amount conveyed to Florida Railway and Navigation Co. 1982 and 18S3............................ 17,032.35

under act of January 6, 1855 ............... 400.53- 25,113.69 
Total ............................... 605,499.35

Balance on hand January 1, 1885, (approximate) ...... 167,330.68 Amount sold in 1383 ................. 66,813.57
Below is a Tabulated Statulment of Sales of Swaniap and In- .. Amouintsol!~iu1884 ........ 29,086 34-

ternal Improvement Lands iuring the years 1883 and 1884:TtlSl!I 83ad............ 5899

Abstract of Internal Improvement and Swamp Lands soldBanconhdJnur1,15,(pox)0,9.4
SEMINARY LANDS.

during the years 1883 and 1884.
1. Balaneceon hand Januar-y1,1883, (,pprox.) ............. 33,820 00

*Amount sold in 1883 ................. 1,363.28
SWAMP' LANnS. INT. nDU'. LANDS. TOTALS. A mount sold in 1884 .................. 316.79- 1,680.07-

MONTH. Quantity Purchase quantity I Purchase QuantityI Purchase Balance on hand January 1. 1885, (approx.)............ 32 139 93
sold. money. sold. 1 mouey.. sold.I money.> Below is a tabulated statement of sales of School and Semi-

Acres. Dolars. Acres Dolr.3Ars. Dlas lary lands during the years 1883 and 1884:

1883. IWo Abstract of School and Seminary Lands sold during the years
January ....... 3.35311 7,911 83 681 17 861 44 9,134 28 8,763 27 1883 and 1884.
February....... 3,091 36 2,876 61 80894 1,030 28 3.770 79 3,90b 910______
March........ 2,5108 2,277 90 2,630 67 4,220 81 6,141 26 6,498 71
April......... 2,2716 2,137 43 6140 1,198 73 2,886 6-2 3,3341 sloe aous 5MINARHTLANDS. TOTALS.
May ......... 2,0744 .1,038 24 2,7999 6,730 39 4.874 .18 7,688863 -_O

June . 3,237 80 ~~~~~~3,061 76 1,0 61 2,677 4438 .11 5,209 49I
June ............ 48 3.0377 60 99 1,42147 4,3143480ONH

July ........ 3,350 24 32021 7 66 8393 61044 88 2,73018 27,63243MOTH Q ya jt Purchase Quantity I Purchase QuantityI Purchase
AuguSt........ 2,011 24I0 6 39 4 608 ,305 ,3 3sold. money. sold. 1 money. sold. Imoney.
September ...... 2.700 21 2,668 46 200 29 4:00 68 2,900650 2,989 03 .y

October . ~~~~~1,744 97 1,600 00 1,078 82 2,157 64 2 824 79 3,847 64I 
November...... 2,213 62 2,091 68 8650 07 1,320 14 2,863 69 3,4111 70Ace . ,a. Ace 1Dolr. Aes Dlas
December ...... 1,431 26 1.397 81 642 87 1,086 74 1,974 12 2,48 35 Ace 2Dllr.Dolrs Ars olas

Total in 1883 36,089 89O 33,026 70 12,080 00 22,204 60 47,169869 66,230620 January ..... 1,360 30 1,776 Sit 160 68 214 69' 1,619 08 1,990 80
-. ______ - -- - .-- - - ____ - .-- -.-- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~February ...... 3,268884 4,618 16........... 3,268864 4,816 18

1884. .March........7,418 04 10.330 73 120 26 280 64 7.686 30 10,691 27
______ - -- - -______ - .-______ - - - -. - - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~April ........ 13,422 31 18,267 20 209 08 360 44 13,822 67 18,8307 84

January ....... 1,600 61 1,349 64 715 04 1,482 68 2,215686 2,81212 . May ........ 14,820 39 22,972 73 482 24 813 88 16,3302 83 23,788 69
February .6.... ,189 80 6,084 60 1,3654 03 3,418 07 8,64383 9,482 67 June ........ 4,690 21 8,191 21 120 00 300 00 4,810 21 6,491 21
March........ 7,400 36 6,5666 69 6,341 89 13,332 81 12,74204 18,688650 July.........4,980 92 8,362 40 .80 32 120 60 6,040 84 6,472 90

At......... 7,236 64 6,369 39 1,038 81 2,238 87 8,2742 7,886,26 hugest ... ... 3,823 19 4,778 83 40 00 100 00 3,883 19 4,878 83
Miy. ........ 4,281 28 3,560 76 434 83 1,028 47 4,69689o 4:,623 16 S eptember......1,880 40 2,120 49 39 89 49 86 1,720 29 2,170 35
duos......... 3,094 04 2,8653 40 769 00 1,871 41 3,863 04 4,124 87 1 October.........2,17864 2,928 62 119 83 149 78 2,298 23 3,078 30
July ......... 2,909 92 2,479 84 300177 898 78 3,2108 3,178 42 November ...... 4,972 93 8,217 17 ..... ...... 4,972 93 8,247 17
August .6..... ,090 88 4,861 16 288 08 780 14 6,3780 6 ,391 29 .December ...... 4,423 02 8,448 79.4,423 02 6,448 79
September...... 1,702 07 1,083 96 280 00 699 94 2,072 07. 2,186 89 ______..-- --- __--- 

October....... 783 21 878 98 160 38 7865 80 1,143 60 1,442167 Total in 1883. 68,813 67 92,990 03 1,383 28 2,369 67 88,178 86 93,349 80
November ..... : 187 04 182 33 239 87 61961 4089 682 00 .- _-.__-- . __-- -

December ...... 1,341 98 1,216 48 1,621 06 3,682 68 2,883 01 4,798 06 .}- 1884.

Totals . 4~~~~_0,788 78 35,330 90 12,830 18 30,073 01 63,399 92 86,403 91 January.......2,667 79 3,329 30 39 80 99 60 2,697 69 3,428 80
To which add February...... 3.672 12 8,818 24 ..... 3.672 12 8,818 24

Swamp Imndemnity 1 March ........ 6,043 81 8,898 49 7838 29 4,0 6,121 79 8,089 89
Certificate No 2 1,031 41 8188 4 ............. 1,031 41 818894 f April..........3,639 88 4,549 83 .... 3,839886 4,649 83

No. 12.. - - -- May ............May . 3,754 42 4,702 71 383 146 3793 25 4,890888
41,798 17 36,949 74 12,633 18 30,073 01 64,431 23 88,02276 Jue1,898 88 2,809 86.... ..... . 1,898 88 2,800 88

Total Indent July......... 1,183 88 1,479 68............. 1,183 88 1,479 68

and Internal Im- i, September......1,021 81 1,5687 64 40 di1 id d 1,0891 82 1,817 568

provemeut Lands October . 1,817 07 2,271 32 80 03 100 03 1,897 10 2,371r......... 351,01 2,11 2 8 0 10 031,97 0 2:1.1131
sold during years Nvme . 1 8 1183.1 8 1183
1883 and 1864, em December........2,091 97 2,814 98 39 94 49 93 2,131 91 2,884 89
bracing such of the ____ -_ _--- -

Disston sale as have I Total in 1884..... 29086 .343277 18 318 79 786 02 29,400T 403 4 18

b~ers7888 6 8o76 2,71 86227 8 0180e0t21506Total in 1883&1884. 96,839 91 132,747 19 1,880 07- 3,144 69 97,579 98 1368978

I - L --5227711.1 601 21,12 9
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Herewith I submit a tabulated statement of the sales of In- he was to bear all expenses of making the selections and of
ternal Improvement and School Lands for the past four years procuring the proofs required by the rules of the department
with an aggregated statement of sales of the same class of lands in Washington, showing that the lands selected belonged to
from the year 1868 to 1880, inclusive, a period of twelve pre- the class granted by the act. He states in his report that he
vious years. . has filed in the office of the United States-Surveyor-General,

From these it will be seen that the sales of Internal Improve- sixteen lists of selections numbered from five (5) to twenty (20)
ment Lands proper for the last four years exceed in acreage the inclusive, embracing one million, five hundred and four thou-
sales of the twelve previous years by 13,559.95 acres, and that sand, four hundred and fifteen and sixty-five one-hundredths
the amount of purchase money for the same during the last four / acres (1,504,415.65-100.) Of these seven hundred and sixty-seven
years exceeds that of the twelve previous years by $40,234.00, thousand, seven hundred and sixty-eight and sixty-two one
and that the excess of sales of school lands for the past four hundredths (767,768.62-100) acres have already been patented
years over the previous twelve years is 104,045.78 acres, the to the State which are included in the patents above enumera-
purchase money for which exceeds the amount received during ted. For the balance of 736,647.03-100 acres we hope to re-
the previous twelve years by $161,295.58. ceive patents very soon.

It is believed that the sales in the United States Land Office The success of securing future selections and patents will 

at Gainesville equal if they do not exceed those made in this depend greatly upon the action of the Surveyor-General in ex-
office. tending the surveys over vast areas of the unsurveyed public

These are exclusive of sales and grants of swamp lands to domain of this State. It is estimated that there are between
settlers, corporations and others, and, taken together with the five and six millions of acres of this class of lands south of the
latter, indicate a condition of progressive development un- 27th parallel of North Latitude. Besides these, there are other
equaled. by anything in the previous history of the State. large bodies of unsurveyed lands in differenfit portions of the

The following is the tabulated statement to which reference State. It has hitherto been the practice of the government to
is made: patent only surveyed lands, except unsurveyed portions of

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LAND SALES.* . .townships which have, in a few instances, been patented. For

SIEd in 1881-17664.69 acres for.28 016.14 the continuation and completion of the great enterprises now

Sold in 1882-21.742.04 acresfr ............. 29,378.45 chartered and in process of development, it is of the utmost
Sold in 18b-3-12,080.00 acres for.............. 22,204.50 importance to the State to have the surveys extended as rapid-

Sold in 1884-12,633 16 acres for.............. 30 073.01 ,.' ly as possible in order to enable her to secure such portions of
64,119- -- _-109,672.10 | these lands as passed under the grant.

64,119 73 109,672.10 I mention this subject here in the hope that you will take

Sales rom iv-12 years-,55.8 acres for......... .... 69,438.01 some notice of it in your message, and make such recommen-
-_' - ----- dations as its importance demands.

Excess 13,559.95 $40,234.09 I respectfully call your attention to the condition of the records

~scEoo~L LAND SALES. of this office and the necessity of some provision for their safe
keeping and better preservation from injurv by natural causes.

Sold in 1881-15,282.56 acres for ........ $21,069.78T
Sold in 1 882-361570 51 acres for..... 62. .853.59 7 The citizens of all portions of the State are deeply interested in

S(ld in 1883--66,813.57 acres for .............. 92,990.03 them, and to them, also, will future generations be obliged to
Sold in 1884-29,086 34 acres for.............. 39,757.16 trace the titles to their estates. Their loss by fire or serious

~~-_____ '-~~~- -- damage from any other cause would prove a great calamity to
147,702 98 $216,670.56 the whole people. I hope some measures will be provided to make

Sales from 1868 to 1880 inclu- them as safe and enduring as practicable.
sive-12 years 43,657.20 acres for ............. 55,384.98 them as safe and enduring as practicable.

___ __ Respectfully submitted,
Excess 104,045.78 $161,295.58 P. W. WHITE, Commissioner.

In the spring of 1883 John A. Henderson, Esq., was appoint-
ed agent to select lands granted to the State by act of Con-

gress of September 28th, 1'850. By the terms of his contract,


